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Dear Amherst Families,

As promised in my Aug. 23 message, the Amherst CSD COVID-19 Safety Plan for the 2021-22 school
year has been posted in the COVID-19 section of the website. As an additional resource, please view
the One Page Summary for an overview of key elements of our plan.

Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, we have aligned all of our efforts with the guidance of federal,
state and local health officials, as well as the New York State Education Department. We have
continued to do so with our 2021-22 COVID-19 Safety Plan.

As a reminder, registration links for the virtual town hall meetings were sent by each principal earlier
this week. The presentations will cover procedures for each building and include time for a question
and answer session. In the meantime, if you would like to learn more about the procedures by reading
the Building Plan Details, they are included on page 35 of the ACSD COVID-19 Safety Plan. For your
convenience, here are the direct links to each plan: Amherst Central High School, Amherst Middle
School, Smallwood Drive, Windermere Boulevard, UPK / ACCCCC

Throughout the school year, we will continue to communicate important information via email, text and
phone. Our process for sharing confirmed COVID-19 cases with parents will be through the COVID-19
Case Dashboard on our website. The dashboard will be updated in real time on school days with
details about confirmed cases in our district and I encourage you to check the dashboard regularly if
you want to remain updated on that information.

As the first day of school on Sept. 8 quickly approaches, we are mindful of the health and safety
protocols that remain critically important as we look to return 100% of our students back to our buildings
for the first time since March 2020. Today and throughout the school year, I will continue to urge you to
do your part in keeping everyone safe.

I am very much looking forward to the start of another academic year and partnering with you as we
kick off the 2021-22 school year.

Thank you,

Anthony J. Panella, Superintendent
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